showering his compassion on him and asked him to solicit
any boon. Bheeshma was still in tears. The Lord even offered
to recreate any one among the dead in the Kurukshetra
war.

Bheeshma just smiled and asked the Lord to clear a
doubt of his. 'Why should the Pandavas who have always
been with you, who have followed your advice and dedicated
everything to you; be made to undergo indescribable agony
in the forest for 13 years and why have you chosen not to
prevent this catastrophe (of war)' ? he asked. Lord Krishna's
reply was that law of Dharma made no distinction between
His friend and foe. Everyone had to pay the price for his
sin. Such ennobling ideas portrayed in the immortal scrip-
tural literature, influenced the national character down the
ages. Even as he was dying, the grandsire's advice to the
haughty Duryodhana to make peace with the Pandavas was
not heeded.

From time immemorial, the Mahabharata and the
Ramayana have been expounded to render guidance to those
who want to achieve success in worldly activities.

102 Righteousness must be upheld at all costs

The law of nature may not spare any one from grief.
But some due to their spiritual practices, might gain moral
strength to withstand difficulties. Invariably, people collapse,
unable to bear the suffering and may feel that they have been
particularly singled out for punishment by God. They may
also think that there is none more unfortunate than they.
Problems will remain so long as mankind exists and men
should develop the fortitude to bear the agony, placing relia-
nce on God. Several episodes have been incorporated in
scriptural literature to highlight the ordeals of some of the
characters and their survival. The stoty of Nala is one of
them.

An emperor turned a pauper due to his defeat in the
95